The Brooklyn Tabernacle is presented as a significant example of a church that
transformed through a commitment to prayer.

Here"s an Ai expansion on its story:

*  **Early State (Early 1970s)**: When Jim Cymbala first began pastoring the
Brooklyn Tabernacle in the early 1970s, it was a **shabby two-story building**
located on Atlantic Avenue in Brooklyn, New York. The sanctuary had a low ceiling,
needed painting, and dingy windows. It could hold fewer than 200 people, but it
rarely reached that capacity, and there was **no money for improvements**. Jim
Cymbala initially despaired at the thought of his life slipping by without seeing
God show himself mightily and longed for God to change everything, including
himself, the church, their passion for people, and their praying. He yearned for God
to break through in their lives and ministry, abhorring the idea of merely having
warm church services where people just came, sang a few hymns, heard a word, and
left.

*  **Divine Instruction**: One day, God spoke to Jim Cymbala, promising him that if
he would **lead God"s people to pray and call upon His name**, he would never lack
for something fresh to preach. God also promised to supply all the necessary money
for both the church and Cymbala®s family, and that he would **never have a building
large enough to contain the crowds God would send**. This divine word was grounded
in countless scriptural promises and represented the truth that had produced every
revival of the Holy Spirit throughout history.

*  **Transformation through Prayer**: Jim Cymbala realized that his hunger for God
and His transforming power would be satisfied as he led his tiny congregation to
call out to Him in prayer. This commitment to prayer became the foundation for the
church®s revitalization.

*  **Current State**: Today, the Brooklyn Tabernacle has a **weekly attendance of
10,000 people**. What is particularly amazing, according to the speaker, are their
**Tuesday night weekly prayer services**. Doors open at 5 PM for a service that
begins at 6:30 PM, and **thousands of people line up outside the church at 5 PM to
gather for prayer**. The speaker confirms having been there personally. In addition
to Tuesday nights, the church holds prayer meetings throughout the week. The
Brooklyn Tabernacle is described as a "spirit-filled, Bible-believing church where
lives are transformed,”™ and physical, spiritual, and emotional healing are
commonplace. The speaker believes that God is at work there and desires a similar
transformation for their own church.

The example of Brooklyn Tabernacle underscores the belief that **prayer is the key
to sustained church revitalization** and that vibrant churches are those where
prayer is a vital part of their existence.



